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REF: BOGOTA 245 

1 . DEPARTMENT REGRETS DELAY IN RESPONDING TO REFTEL. 

2. THE FOLLOWING SCENARIO OUTLINES PROCEDURES FOR 
CLEARING AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS). AT 

THE OUTSET, HOWEVER, WE MUST EMPHASIZE THAT THE TIMETABLE 
REFLECTS OPTIMAL CONDITIONS-ACTUAL EXPERIENCE COULD 
DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY DUE TO SEVERAL FACTORS, THE MOST 
IMPORTANT OF WHICH ARE THE COMPLETENESS OF THE EIS, ITS 
ACCEPTANCE BY INTERESTED PARTIES, AND WHETHER FURTHER 
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3. THE COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY RECOMMENDS TO 
THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PRACTICABLE THAT NO ADMINISTRATIVE 
ACTION SUBJECT TO THE EIS REQUIREMENT OF THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACT SHOULD BE TAKEN SOONER THAN 90 DAYS 
AFTER A DRAFT EIS HAS BEEN CIRCULATED FOR COMMENT, FUR 
NISHED TO THE COUNCIL AND MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. 

AN APPROXIMATE SCHEDULE FOLLOWS. THE DECEMBER 1974 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PREPARED BY THE FEDERAL 
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION (DOT/FHA) IS BEING REVISED AND 
UPDATED BY DOT/FHA AND THE BATELLE INSTITUTE TO BECOME 
A DRAFT EIS, WITH A MARCH 15 PUBLICATION TARGET DATE. 

A 45 DAY REVIEW PERIOD FOLLOWS (MARCH 15) PUBLICATION, 

WITH ANOTHER 15 DAYS FOR ANY NECESSARY REVISION BEFORE 
DOT/FHA ISSUES THE FINAL EIS ON OR ABOUT MAY 15. DURING 
THE REVIEW PERIOD PUBLIC HEARINGS MAY BE HELD AND THE 
DRAFT MUST BE CIRCULATED TO ANY INTERESTED PARTIES FOR 
THEIR COMMENTS. THESE COMMENTS MAY BE INCORPORATED IN 
THE FINAL VERSION. FOLLOWING DOT/FHA APPROVAL, THE FINAL 
EIS WILL BE PUBLISHED AND GIVEN TO THE COUNCIL ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, WHICH WILL HOLD THE DOCUMENT 
FOR 30 DAYS. 

4. IF NO COURT ACTION IS TAKEN AGAINST DOT/FHA DURING 
THE PROCESSING OF THE DRAFT EIS AND DURING THE 30 DAYS 
THE FINAL VERSION IS AT CEQ, IT IS DOT'S VIEW THAT THE 
TERMS OF THE INJUNCTION WILL BE SATISFIED, AND THAT WORK 
MAY PROCEED IN COLOMBIA AND RESUME ON THE PANAMANIAN 
PORTION STILL UNDER THE INJUNCTION WITHOUT FURTHER COURT 
ACTION. DOT ESTIMATES THAT WORK COULD RECOMMENCE ON 
OR ABOUT JUNE 15, PRESUMING NO FURTHER LEGAL PROBLEMS. 

5. DEPARTMENT WISHES EMBASSY TO NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT 
POSSIBILITY STILL EXISTS PLAINTIFFS IN THIS CASE WILL 
CHALLENGE SUFFICIENCY OF DRAFT EIS IN AN ATTEMPT TO 
DELAY CONSTRUCTION FURTHER, PARTICULARLY ON POINT OF 
CRITERIA FOR JUDGING AFTOSA CONTROL AND EFFECTIVENESS OF 
CONTROL MEASURES PRESENTLY IN PLACE. IF CURRENTLY AVAIL- 
ABLE DATA INSUFFICIENT IN PLAINTIFFS VIEW ON AFTOSA ISSUE, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 STATE 047455 

SUPPLEMENTAL EIS MAY BE DEMANDED ALSO. EITHER SITUATION 
COULD RESULT IN FURTHER DELAYS. KISSINGER 
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